50       KEDAR NATH AND BADRI NARAYAN

They sprang, with a simultaneous impulse, to
opposite sides of the road, and there stood nodding
and sawing the air at each other, while the later
Sadhu, with the emphasis of repetition, continued
to vociferate the point of their mutual delight. This
quaint spectacle compensated us for much that we
might otherwise have felt as sad oblivion on the
part of our own companion and guide I

From Ukhi Math it is eight miles to Potibasa ;

then two miles to Bunea Kund ; and still half a mile
further to Chota Chobda, another village resting-
place. Of all the Chatties I have ever seen, Chota
Chobda is the most beautifully placed. The whole
series of these places is at the summit of the pass,
looking out on a great range of snows which includes
Kedar Nath and Badri Narayan as sister-peaks, and
also Gangotri and Jam'notri. But Potibasa and Bunea
Kund, though high, are in pockets of the pass. Only
Chota Chobda is frankly on the open hillside. Here
we pass the last of the carpenters" sheds where we
might buy wooden bowls, one of the small specialities
of the pilgrimage. Under foot, we have short close
turf, absolutely starred in all directions with
anemones, blue and white, like English daisies. It is
cold and bracing and while we were there, indeed,
we had a severe snowstorm. We quitted the height
reluctantly enough next morning, and proceeded on
the long descent through thick forests, that brought us
to Jungle Chatty, four miles off, and finally to Mandal
Chatty eight miles from Chobda, at the very bottom